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Beauty
Beauty’s Family
Father - the Merchant
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Salmonella
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The Beast

The Beast’s step-mother (also the bad fairy)

The Beast’s cook (the Dame character)

The Beast’s housekeeper – minor comic character
The ships crew
Long John Silver

Short John Silver
The leprechauns

Pat


Mike
Animals
Dobbin the pantomime horse

The Cat
The Kittens
Rip

Tip
Beauty’s animal friends
Mice etc as many as you want or can find
The supernaturals
Good Fairy

Bad Fairy (also the Beast’s stepmother)

Tiny Fairies (3 or so)

Running time 90-minutes

Cast Requirement
This was written for 40 plus children of ages from 5 to about 15.  The principals, about 12 or so of them, could easily be played by adults but the small animals and fairies need to be children.  Some parts could disappear like the Beast’s housekeeper, and a pirate and a leprechaun.  The cats seem to work well though I first though of them to solve a casting problem rather than a dramatic one.  But I like them as a sort of non-human chorus.

There are lots of nice scenes and it races through the story with never a dull moment.  I really like this panto and hope you do too.
Prologue:
(Overture ends and the stage is dark, one by one the characters appear in silhouette or shadow form against the gauze as the narrator mentions them)

Narrator
It's night time, and how quiet it seems



But Beauty stirs as Beauty dreams,


(She gets up and moves restlessly)


Into womanhood she grows,



Flowering like a summer rose



(Other side of the stage the beast appears)


Far away in snow and cold



Though young, the Beast is feeling old,



Trapped into a tortured shape,



That's half a man, and half an ape.



Ugly and twisted, young and sweet,



What will happen when they meet



What will Beauty's future be,



Watch well, for you're about to see !

(Enter the bad fairy in front of the shadows)
Bad Fairy:

Look at Beauty standing there




Why should she be young and fair ?




Why should she not feel the rage




That withers me into old age ?




Beauty, on you I put a curse,




Your life shall go from bad to worse




You will grow miserable and old




Surrounded by a heap of gold




Trapped by the things you love the least,




Caged Beauty for this raging Beast !

(Exit Bad Fairy)
(Enter Good Fairy)
Good Fairy:
Beauty, Beauty, do not fear,




Goodness evermore is near


(Attention goes to Beauty and father)
Beauty:

Father, father where are you ?

Merchant
Here Beauty

Beauty

Oh Father, Father please don't go I have dreamt again that you would never return.

Merchant:

I must go Beauty.  It is my chance to regain our fortune.  Then you and your sisters will be able to hold your heads up high and find wealthy husbands.

Beauty

I wish you would stay father

Merchant:
Go back to sleep now Beauty.  For I must sail on the morning tide.

(Good Fairy dances to the middle of the stage)
Good Fairy:
Beauty all will yet be well




For on you I cast a spell




You'll have a guard where'ere you go




Gor blimey, I've just stubbed my toe !

(She trips over one of the kittens)
Cat


(Who has been lying there with her kittens throughout most of this)  Go away you blooming great fairy, can't a cat and her kittens have a decent nights sleep without hearing fairies caterwauling all through the night.

Good Fairy:
You'd better watch who you are talking to cat, or I'll cast a spell on you.  Lucky for you I'm not the bad Fairy or you would have been turned into frog before now.

Cat:

See her off kittens, we just want a decent night's sleep. 

(Fairy retreats in as dignified a way a possible chased by the two kittens spitting and shrieking.  After her exit cat and kittens come back to the centre of stage.)

Cat:

Well kittens did you hear all that.  Fairies. beasts, dreams tears. pleadings.  Human beings certainly know how to make their life a misery.

Cat and kittens sing:





SONG: If only people were like cats
(Song ends)

Cat:

Well, I wonder if there is time for a nap.  Seeing we're in a Pantomime I expect the chorus will start coming in in a minute and singing about sailing off on the morning tide.

(Cat and kittens go off, stage is cleared and the chorus come on to load the boat and start singing.)

Scene 1: Off on the morning tide
(Enter chorus and sing the morning tide song. Among the participants are two groups.  On one side is the Merchant and his daughters and wife, on the other is the Bad Fairy and the pirates.)

All sing:

-SONG: Off on the morning tide

(At the end of the song the Bad Fairy and her group come to the front while the Merchant and his group are in a position to be seen by them)

Bad Fairy:
See that merchant of the town




He's the one that you must drown!




There is money in the bank




When you've made him walk the plank




He must never more see land,




Tell me that you understand.

Short John Silver:  Oh arhh eee aye !  Pieces of eight, eh eh eh me old


 

beauty.

Bad F:

What did he say

Long J S:
My brother said "Oh arhh eee aye ! Pieces of eight, eh eh eh me old beauty !"

Hecate

His brother said "Oh arhh eee ....

Bad F

(to Hecate) Oh do keep quiet Hecate !


:

(to pirates)Tell me what you want, buffoons !




You have had your gold dubloons !

Short John
Oh are ee aye -- PIECES OF EIGHT !

Bad F:

What did he say

LJS


My brother said - ten more dubloons !

Hecate

His brother said ...

BF


(to Hecate)Shut up Hecate (to pirates)Ten more ! Oh very well (gives them to them). Now what ?

SJS


Oh ah ee aye !..

BF


No more dubloons

LJS


My brother says we need a crew too

Hecate

His brother says they need a crew

Bad F

Wonderful idea Hecate, they can have you Hecate.

LJS


A woman, 'tis worse than the black spot, she'll bring a curse upon the ship

Hecate

I'll be seasick, I'll be seasick all the time !

BF


Well you've got to have her or I'll turn you into toads (turns to Hecate) and that applies to you too !

LJS


Have her if we must then but it still not be enough to sail across the stormy main !

BF


Curse you, you can have my Leprechaun apprentices (waves a wand then claps here hands and says ) Leprechauns here !

(Nothing happens so she does it again.)




(After a pause, Leprechauns arrive.  They are a small comic pair who will plainly be no use)

Bad Fairy:
You're late !

Pat


To be sure we're not your wickedness !

Mike

Mo, no we're early !

Bad Fairy:
But you are supposed to appear immediately I clap my hands, (gets paper out of bag) it says so here in the contract.




You see this paragraph here, 

Pat


Oh no you don't understand, we're not late for this time, we’re early for the next time.

Mike:

Clap your hands your evilness as if you wanted us (she does so).  There you are we were early for that

Pat:

In fact there was no need to call us at all

Paddy

No need at all, at all, at all

Bad Fairy
Well you are to act as the crew of the Good Ship Woodworm under my old friend Long John Silver and his bosun Short John Silver. You'd better not be late when they call.

LJS


Shiver me timbers no, or it will be walking the plank you'll be.  (turns to fairy)  Are these the best ye can do for me ?  They wouldn't know a abaft from abeam, a topsail from a mainsail, or a cutlass from a windlass !

SJS


Aye and they look uncommon small for grown men ..how old be ye ?

Pat:

To be sure I can't quite remember.  But I think I must have been three hundred and five on my last birthday, and Mike here is six hundred and forty two, and my younger brother here be nine.

LJS


Nine hundred ?!

Paddy

No just nine, do I look like an old man of nine hundred ?

LJS


Be ye strong and healthy

Mike:

To be sure, your piraticalness !

LJS


Say "Aye Aye cap'n" and salute else you'll feel the sting of the cat on the good ship Woodrot.

Pat and M
Aye aye Cap'n

LJS


And carry my bag to the ship (he passes them something small)

All L

Aye aye Cap'n (together they pick it up, one at each end and stagger off with it)

Bad Fairy:
And now my fine fellows you must explain to the merchant how you have taken over from Honest Captain Hawkins, and lure him aboard the Good Ship Woodrot.  And then you will send him to a watery grave ! Ha, ha, ha.  (Exits laughing)

(Attention passes from the Pirates and Bad Fairy on one side of the stage to the Merchant and his party at the other)

Salmonella
Daddy darling be sure to get me just the biggest diamond you can find.  Those small ones you brought last time were much too small for my tiara !

Merchant:
Well of course I'll try dear, but diamonds are expensive you know and I'm not made of money

Listerine
Daddy, will you bring me a jewelled toothbrush, oral hygiene is so important.

Rubella

Oh shut up Listerine, and do try and breathe in the opposite direction.  (to her father) No jewellery for me, please Daddy !  Just a few clothes from Paris, made of the best cloth of course.  It’s really so important for people in our position to keep up with the fashion !

Merchant:
Come come, I'm going to India not Paris !

Step M:

Oh is n't it wonderful how my girls are interested in your journeys Harold, fancy them knowing al about Paris being in India.

Merchant:
I will try to bring you some fine clothes my dear ... now (turning to Beauty) what does Beauty want ?

All sisters:
(together) Oh she does n't want anything, just as long as you return safely, she told us so herself

Mother:

I don't think Beauty's got any interest in your journey my dear she spends all her time moping about and crying.

Salmon

Trust Beauty to be different !

Rubella

Trust Beauty not to think of a present !

Merchant:
Girls, girls, let her speak for herself

Beauty

Oh I don't want anything Daddy, just be sure to come back safely that's all

Merchant
(starting to protest) Oh come Beauty surely ... (but he is interrupted)

LJS:

Ahoy there Landlubber, be ye the merchant sailing for India?

Merchant
Indeed yes, and who are you ?

LJS:

Honest Cap'n Long John Silver here of the good ship Woodrot, with me bosun and brother Short John Silver

Merchant:
And where is honest Captain Hawkins.  I had made arrangements with him ?

SJS:

Taken ill sir, and all of his crew with him !

LJS


A sad case of salmonella sir.  They failed to boil their eggs for the full seven minutes !

Parrot:

Arsenic in the soup !  It was arsenic in the soup !

LJS


Ignore the bird sir, he likes his little jest.(swipes him).  But he'll regret it !

Beauty:

Don't go with them father, they look like pirates to me.

SJS


Pirates, me fine lassie ?  Shiver me timbers no.  Me and my brother here be as gentle as lambs !

Parrot:

Walk the plank, walk the plank, another one for Davey Jones's locker.

SJS


(Putting hand around parrot) Shut up !

LJS


The tide is ebbing sir, and the wind is shiftin to east north east, we must hurry sir or we will be caught in the storm.

Merchant:
Right I will come, prepare the ship and I will board when I have said my farewells.

LJS


It will be an honour sir to take you to your final destination !

Parrot

Another one for Davey Jones's locker

LJS


Ignore the bird sir, he is in jesting mood, but it will not last.  (Takes a swipe at Parrot)  Let go my finger Polly or it will be the worse for you.  Ow ! Ow !

(Pirates exit)

Merchant:
So children, I must leave you !  I must go on this trip to restore our family fortunes.  For you (talking to Salmonella) I will try to return with fine jewels.  For you (to Rubella) and my new wife I will bring you the fine clothes that you need.




And what can I bring for you Beauty, the only daughter of my first dear wife.  Tell me for it is only the thought of returning with something that will give you pleasure that makes parting bearable....Tell me Beauty !

Beauty:

Oh Father I am so frightened about your leaving, I had such terrible dreams.  But if you must go, bring me something beautiful.  Bring me a Red, red, rose, like this one I give to you as you sail away.  (Unpins a rose from her blouse and puts it in Merchant's buttonhole).

Merchant
A rose beauty, I will return to you with a red red rose.




(Turns to the rest of them.)  Come everyone do not be downhearted wish me luck as I sail away !

(The boat sails  away as all sing the song)

(Curtains close to leave Beauty standing outside them)

Beauty:

Goodbye Father, come back soon.  I sit down here I can watch his ship until it rounds the headland .... oh, somehow I feel better now that he has gone, I fell so tired (she drops off to sleep)

(Enter Bad Fairy)

Bad Fairy:
Now Beauty you are all alone




Soon I will claim you for my own




Your father you will see no more,




He will drown far from the shore.




Your beauty will curse you as long as you live




Promising things that it cannot give




Your life will end in spite and rage




Kept by a beast in a jewelled cage !




Beauty, give your eyes a feast




See this vision of the Beast

(Beast appears briefly)

(Exit Bad fairy)

(Enter Good Fairy)

Good Fairy
Beauty fear not the thing she shows




For from things beastly beauty grows.




Be not deceived by what you see,




And your life shall flower, like a flowering tree !

Good fairy:
(To audience)  And now to find someone who can go and look after that poor merchant.

(At this point, the two kittens come running across the stage and bump into the fairy)

Rip:

Look there's that fairy who fell over us this morning

Nip:

I bet she can't do any magic.

Good Fairy
Aha these will do very well,




On these cats I'll cast a spell,




Bring me in a magic chair

( A chair descends on a rope small fairies come in to assist her)




Pussies, you must sit in there (she makes a few passes with her wand and they do so led by the small fairies)




Chair fly up into the air,




Follow the merchant everywhere !

(The chair starts to fly upwards)

(Enter the cat)

Cat:

Hey what are you doing with my kittens, come back here.  (Jumps up and gets hold of rope)  Did n't I tell you never to speak to strange fairies, it breeds nothing but trouble!

(Curtain as the cats go up and the fairy waves goodbye !)

-------------------------------------------------------------

-Scene 2: Shipwreck!
(on board ship Pat and Mike the Leprechauns are messing about with a pile of rope.)

Pat:

'Tis a grand life being a sailor, the wind in your hair, the tang of the salt in your nostrils.

Mike

You'll feel the tang of me fist in your nostrils unless you start to help me pretty fast !  Help me find the end of this rope so I can tie the anchor to it !

Pat:

(Looking) I can't see it anywhere !

Mike

Nor me Pat

Paddy:

I know what's happened somebody must have cut it off !

Mike

Bejabers you're right, look here it is.  Some bletherin idiot has cut both ends off and tied them together.

Pat:

Right then, we'll tie the anchor onto that (they do so)

Mike

What next Pat ?

Pat:

Sure we've to find the ship's cat and take it down to catch the mice in Captain Silver's cabin.

Mike

How do we do that Pat ?

Pat:

I don't know Mike, cats are hard to catch when they don't want to be caught !

Paddy:

Pat, have you ever noticed something about cats ?

Pat


No

Paddy

Well Pat, they be very contrary animals.  If there's a group of people in a room, and one of them does n't want the cat on her lap, the cat will just jump straight onto the person who does n't want her.

Pat?

Ah sure, tis very true

Paddy

So that's how we'll catch a cat, we'll sit on the deck saying I don't want any cats jumping on my lap, and sooner or later one will come, and we'll catch it.

Mike:

It will never work.

Pat


It will so !  Just watch.  

Paddy

But you'll have to watch with your eyes shut, otherwise it won't work

(Both shut their eyes and sit on the deck)

Pat


I don't want any cats jumping in my lap

Paddy

And I don't want any either.

Mike

It won't work I tell you

(They repeat this two or three times, suddenly the cat appears dropped from the top of the stage and is lowered, none too gently, onto the top of Pat)

Pat


Get of me you great lummock !   What is it, what is it?

Mike

'Tis a cat just like you said Pat.  And tis a very large one!

Cat


Thank heavens for a soft landing

Mike

Come on Pussy, come and catch some nice mice, pussy pussy, pussy come and eat some nice mice!

Cat


(spits at them and growls) I'll eat you first, beat it both of you. (Chases Pat and Mike off stage)Stuck in a rotten old ship with nothing but pirates and leprechauns for a crew.  It's all my kittens fault.  Kittens,  kittens, where are you ?

(Kittens come running on)

Nip:

Hello Mum is n't this great, I've never been on a boat before.

Rip


It's brilliant, ropes to swing on, masts to climb

Cat:

Oh shut up both of you.  I'm feeling seasick and I want some sleep.  You got us into this and you'll have to do the work.  Your job is to stop that stupid merchant from being forced to walk the plank.  I don't know why we should bother, anyone fool enough to set off in a ship with those two pirates deserves anything he gets if you ask me.

(Exit Cat)

Nip;

Well how are we going to help this merchant then ?

Rip


I don't know, maybe that lot out there will help us ?

Nip


There's nobody out there, that's the sea.  Oh yes there is, I say are n't you getting wet ?

Audience
No

Nip


That's good, will you help us then ?

Rip


What was that I did n't hear you. Will you help us ?

Audience
Yes

Nip


That's better, will you help us keep the merchant safe from the pirates ?

Audience
Yes

Rip


Now this is what we want you to do.  When you see the Pirates come I want all the audience on this side to meow




and all the audience on this side to hiss.  Right Meow first 1, 2, 3 Meow !

Nip


That's no good, try it again !  1, 2,3 MEOW !

Rip


That's better, now my side 1,2,3 hiss




Well there was quite a spray up here, I suppose it's the ocean breezes, did any of the audience feel it ?

Nip


Well when that silly little witch Hecate comes   everyone must boo !

(Enter the bad fairy)

Hecate
Kittens you will rue the day




You ever took part in this play




For I will pinch you black and blue




And you will not know what to do




Cos when I put on these magic mittens (does so)




I'm quite invisible to kittens !

Audience 
Boo

Kittens

Don't boo yet, we'll tell you when to start

Audience
Boo

Rip


Not yet, wait till Hecate comes

Nip


Is she there ?

Audience
Yes

Rip


Where

Audience:
Behind you

Kits

Oh no she is n't !

Audience 
Oh yes she is !




etc !

Nip


You mean she's here (points at witch as if she cannot be seen)

Audience 
Yes

Rip


There's nothing there !

Nip


Well this bit feels a bit solid !

Rip


So it does !

(They pummel the fairy a bit until she get cross and hits them both)

Nip


You hit me !

Rip


No I did n't you hit me

Nip


Well don't do it again !

(Bad fairy hits them again)

Nip


You did it again

Rip


And so did you   Next time it will be the custard pie !

(Bad Fairy does it again)

Kits

(both at once) Right, I warned you !

(They both go off and come back with a custard pie each.  Hecate laughs so much she has to sit down on a handy pile of rope.  They come rushing at each other not noticing the (invisible) Hecate and hit her in the face from each side)

Hecate
Curses, I will have my revenge ! (exits)

Rip


Did you see that a walking custard pie

(As the kittens laugh, enter LJS and SJS)

LJS


Aha, the ships kittens, take them and lock them in the hold to catch the mice.

(They are quickly grabbed after a chase and are dragged out)

Rip


(to audience as they exit)  You did n't warn us did you I did n't hear a single meow !

(exit all. SJS and LJS return immediately)

SJS


Ah Long John Silver what be the plan?

LJS


Why shiver me timbers Short John Silver it be to entertain the merchant to a little game of cards

SJS


And then what Long John Silver

LJS


Why to win the deeds of his house off him and when we have those send him to Davey Jones's locker

Parrot

Davey Jones's locker?

SJS:


His throat cut from ear to ear

LJS


No from here to there !

SJS


And how can we be sure that we will win at cards Long John Silver

LJS


Why Pretty Polly see, she will look over the merchant's shoulder and tell me what cards he holds in his hand.

Parrot

Pieces of eight

LJS


Come let us drink to our success.  Here have a glass of this. 'Tis a true Mickey Finn that has been mixed by our Leprechauns

(They pour some horrible coloured liquid out of the bottle and are just about to drink it when Pat and Mike come rushing in)
Mike

Bejabers Cap'n don't drink that.  Why for sure if you take one sip of this, like this (he does so) it goes straight to the brain and you hardly have time to put down your glass before you drop down like this ! (He drops)

LJS


Why he is out like a light, (kicks him) What happened.

Paddy

Bejabers Cap'n Mike took one sip like this(he does so) it went straight to the brain and he hardly had time to put down his glass before he dropped down like this ! (He drops)
LJS


Why he is out like a light, (kicks him) What happened.

Pat


Bejabers Cap'n Mike took one sip like this(he does so) it went straight to the brain and he hardly had time to put down his glass before he dropped down like this ! (He drops)
LJS


Shiver me timbers, Short John Silver do you understand what is going on here ?

SJS


Well Captain it seems that all you have to do is take one sip like this (he is just about to)

LJS


Stop stop (but he is too late)
Mike

it goes straight to the brain and you hardly have time to put down your glass before you drop down like this ! (He drops)
LJS


(prods him with his foot) Aha Polly, 'tis me and thee alone but between us we should be able to send this merchant to Davey Jones's locker, what say ye !

Parrot

Davey Jones's locker, aha ha ha !

LJS


And here he comes Polly....Good evening Merchant it be a fine night.

Merchant:
Aye Captain. but the sea seems a little rough for us landlubbers (he is swaying about and all start to at this point)
LJS


Lor bless ye sir, tis but a gentle breeze.  
Merchant

And all the crew seem to be rolling about drunk on the deck.  Should n't somebody be steering ?
LJS


Lor bless ye no sir. What you need sir is a little diversion to take your mind off your stomach.  Perhaps sir we could have a little hand of cards.  Let me go and fetch the pack.

(Enter cat with cards dressed as a gambling croupier)
Cat:

Have a good evening sir?

LJS


Good heavens that bad fairy has sent me a croupier from Las Vegas.  And very nice too !  A big improvement on the witch.




What would you like to wager Merchant, a gold dubloon ?

Merchant

Very well

LJS


Pick your card merchant
(Merchant does so)
LJS


An ace, you have me beat there merchant.  Come let us play for double.

Merchant

Very well, but I would like to get to bed. (Takes another card)

LJS


Why sir ye have another ace, it seems you can't lose tonight sir.

Merchant
I think I'll turn in now I feel a bit queasy

LJS


Surely sir you would give an honest sailor a chance to win back his purse.  Come sir a final bet, but wait you have won all my gold... I know I will bet the ship against your fortune and your lovely daughter !

Merchant

Oh very well as long as I can go to bed afterwards, I feel quite sick

LJS


Draw sir, three cards this time

Merchant
A queen and two tens !

LJS


A good hand sir, a fine hand, but I think we can do better don't you Polly Parrot, I feel a sneeze coming on, I must reach for my hanky in my back pocket (he reaches round to his back pocket only to find that the cat is there first)




(he looks at his hand triumphant.)  And my hand merchant is .. a pair of deuces and a three.

Merchant
I say the ship's mine, that was a bit of luck

LJS


(Aside) Little good will it do him in the storm I will slip him a Mickey Finn and throw him overboard (to Merchant) come sir no hard feelings, let us drink to your success ! One sip of this, like this (he does so) it goes straight to the brain and you hardly have time to put down your glass before you drop down like this ! (He drops)

Merchant
 
I say what a jolly good way of getting to sleep ...

Cat


No, no, stop (but it is too late) one sip of this, like this (he does so) it goes straight to the brain and you hardly have time to put down your glass before you drop down like this ! (He drops)

Cat


Now I've saved the merchant but I'm stuck sailing the ship all alone in a storm.  Only one thing to do.  Find the anchor and throw it overboard.  (Does so.. and it disappears with the rope)  Help, shipwreck, shipwreck, I knew I should never have had anything to do with that fairy.

(Curtain amidst crashings of thunder and lightening)
-Scene 3: At Beauty's House - the Bedroom
(Beauty is in bed inside her cottage, she tosses and turns as she dream)

(Enter Bad Fairy)

Bad Fairy

Poor Beauty as you try to sleep




Your father's drowning in the deep




The jagged rock the frightful wave




Shall send him to a watery grave




He sinks to the bottom like a stone,




And leaves you Beauty on your own !

(Exit Bad Fairy... Beauty wakes)
Beauty

Sisters, sisters, wake up father's drowning, I've dreamt that father is drowning

(Salmonella and Rubella come in from opposite sides)
Salmonella
What's happened, there must be burglars, where are the burglars ? I always knew they would come for our antiques !

Rubella

(entering with soda siphon)  There's a fire, I always knew there would be a fire ! (She squirts and hits Salmonella)
Salmonella
It is the burglar and he has stolen our antique soda siphon!

(They fight)
(Enter Listerine)
Listerine

A fight, great

(They and slowly bring themselves to a standstill as they get up and tidy themselves up.  Enter the mother)
Mother

Beauty, you cruel girl, what have you done to your sisters ?

Beauty

Nothing Mother, they did it to themselves

Salmonella
It's Beauty's fault, she ruined my beautiful hair

Rubella

And she sprayed the soda siphon all over my beautiful nightie.

Listerine

And she knocked me down and sat on me

All


(Pointing) She did it mother !

Beauty

Oh no I did n't

Others

Oh yes she did

Audience

Oh no she did n't




etc

Mother

Well I don't know what to believe. Tell me Salmonella darling, what did that nasty Beauty do to you
Sal


She woke up screaming about a man

Mother

A man ! Where is he, ? Where is he ?  He's mine wherever he is.  Is he under the bed.  Come on out, you lovely man

Sal


He's mine, he's mine

Rub
 and L
No I want him, I want him

(They all dive under the bed and start fighting.  Eventually they pull something out which turns out to be the Pantomime horse)
Sal


It's Dobbin !

Rubella

Why did you have Dobbin in here ?

Beauty

Well I'm frightened if I have to sleep in the room by myself

Mother

How many times have I told you that you must never bring a horse into your bedroom.  Was it your idea Beauty ?

Dobbin

Neigh

Mother

(to Dobbin) What did you say ?

Dobbin

Neigh, neigh, neigh !

Mother

So it was your idea was it ?

Dobbin

(Nods his head and makes affirmative sounds)

Mother

Well you can get back to the stable and sleep where you belong !

Beauty

But its so cold out there !

Mother

And as for you, will you kindly tell me what this is all about ?

Beauty

Well I had this terrible dream ...

Sal


Another of Beauty's dreams

Rub


Bad fairies again was it ?

Beauty

Well yes !
Mother

That's the last straw !  It's bread and water for you my girl.  Fancy a girl of your age believing in fairies ! (to audience)  Do any of you lot believe in fairies.
Audience

Yes

Mother

Well I'm not surprised at you sir.  You are probably one yourself !




Anyway me and my three sensible daughters are going back to sleep again.  And Beauty, I'll expect you to bring us all breakfast in bed in the morning !

Sal


Well I ask you, fairies !

Rub


Have you ever heard of anything so ridiculous !

(start to exit Mother and sisters, enter past them the three small fairies)
Listerine

I say did you see three little winged creatures just then.

Others:

Certainly not (all exit)

Violet

Sleep soundly Beauty, have no fear




Goodness always hovers near !

Primrose

Only the kind and brave and good,




See the fairies in the wood

Daffodil

We are here and we will keep




Beauty safe while she's asleep.

Dobbin

And no burglars will come a-robbin'




When you have a watchdog, good as Dobbin

(Fairies and Dobbin do a little dance, as Beauty goes back to sleep !)
-Scene 4: At the Beast's Castle

(In front of curtains at the start. Cat enters on one side and sees a notice stuck out at the other)

Cat


(Reading notice) 




This is the castle of the Beast,




Come you from North or South or East




Travellers you must not stay




Pack up your bags and GO AWAY !




Charming is n't it ?  Drag yourself out of the sea half drowned after a shipwreck, struggle over razor sharp rocks to the nearest house and this is what you get.   What's happened to good old country hospitality that's what I want to know !

Rip


Mummy, I'm hungry

Nip


Mummy, I'm thirsty !

Cat:


Oh shut up you nasty little brats !

(Enter the two Leprechauns)

Pat:


Look we're here at last and there's as welcome sign hang up as clear as daylight.

Mike


Can you read it Pat

Pat


Well I can read the important parts.  Look it says travellers must stay (he points to the appropriate words)

Mike


'Tis a very welcoming notice then, I'm going to knock (does so) Let us in, we're two poor Leprechauns out in the cold !

Sinister Voice
(off) Go away !

Pat


He does Not sound very welcoming

Mike


Can we come in kind sir ?

Voice

Leave this castle on pain of death

Pat


I don't like the sound of it, at all at all

Mike

Sure he's only teasing, we'll just have to charm him a little.  What he needs is a nice song !

(pirates enter to join them and they sing the song "Let us in")

Verse 1

We're a cat and two kittens and two leprechauns,




The best you've seen since the day that you were born,




And we've just been joined by two pirates bold,




And we're cold and wet and we're wet and cold




And we've just been rescued from a shipwreck,




Please let us in !

Verse 2: (Sung by Beast's cook Hettie the housekeeper and others of  her fellow servants if any)




Go away, go away from the castle of the Beast




You're not the sort of people we want in the least !




The only sort we allow inside,




Are the sort who will help the beast get a bride




Go away go away and leave us !




And don't come back !

(There are other verses, see the song words which are separate, and at the end when they reveal that they are with a merchant who has three beautiful daughters the voice says ...) 
Voice

This is the merchant of whom we have been told. Let the rabble into the kitchen and make ready a welcome for the merchant

Cook:

Come on, come on everybody before he changes his mind.  Round here we do what the beasts says or we suffer for it !

(Exit all except the cat as the curtains open to reveal the Beast's garden)

(Inside the Beast’s castle lights shine bright and a disembodied hands holds lights.  Jewels are strewn around and above is a sign which reads





Accept what you are offered





Welcome to the feast





But woe to him who dares to take





The treasure of the Beast !

(We have time to see all this before the merchant enters tired and weary with his clothes torn)
Merchant:

At last,, at last I thought I would never make it.  Nearly drowned in the sea,, thrown against the rocks, and then pulled above the level of the tide by that strange cat who appeared on the boat.




(Shouts)  Is anyone here ?  I need shelter and food.  Our ship was wrecked on the rocks.  Is anyone here ?!

Echo

No one here !

Merchant
Hello, hello

Echo

Hello !

Merchant
Anyone here

Echo

No one here !

Merchant
Strange, there are lights, and a fire, and a feast on the table yet there is nobody here.

Cat


Meow !

Echo

(howling) Ow ! ow ! ow !

Merchant
What was that !  Oh just that strange cat again.  Why look its pointing at that old sign ... what does it say ?





Accept what you are offered





Welcome to the feast





But woe to him who dares to take





The treasure of the Beast !

Echo

Displeasure of the beast !

Merchant
Well I need the food and drink and warmth, I will take it as the sign says.

(hands offer him food and drink, while he eats there is a strange song as follows)
Song:


  





Take what you are offered





Welcome to the feast





But woe to him who dares to take





The treasure of the Beast !





Food and drink are offered





Rest for a weary head





But touch the treasure of the beast





And you will loose your head

(Song ends as merchant stops eating)
Merchant
That's better at least now, I know that I will live

Echo

Live

Merchant
But even if I do live what hope is there for me. My ship is wrecked, my fortune lost.  There is nothing to look forward to except to return empty handed to my home.

Echo

Home !

Merchant
How that echo seems to mock me.  Yes home and my wife and daughters...what am I to tell them ? What of the fine presents I was planning to return with ?




Look at these fine jewels, lying here with no one to guard them ... a few would hardly be missed when there are so many ... and with them I would grow rich again and then I could return them 

Echo

Spurn them !

Merchant
They are everywhere. just take a few here and there

Echo

Take care !

(he makes to take some jewels but they move away from his reach and the cat places herself between him and the jewels)
Cat

Don't lose your head

Echo

lose your head !

Merchant
Why it's almost as if the cat and the echo were warning me.  Even now, in the pitiable state that I am in I will not be reduced to robbery.  I must continue on my way

Echo

On your way

Merchant
I cannot take the rubies and the pearls for my daughters... but what of Beauty ? she did not ask for jewels or rich clothes only for a red red rose.  And there is a rose blooming in winter.  And whoever owns this castle has so much.  Would he mind losing a rose so red ?

Echo

Would you mind losing your head, your head ?

Merchant
(ignoring the echo) No he would n't miss one red rose and it would mean so much to Beauty !

(he moves to the rose tree.  The cat tries to bar his way and the tree leans away from him)
Cat


No
Merchant

Out of my way cat !  Let me pick the rose for Beauty, (he tries) strange, I cannot pick it 1  I will use my sword. 
(He does so and as the rose is cut, there is thunder and lightening smoke and the Beast suddenly appears from nowhere !)
Beast

Who dares to abuse the hospitality of the Beast ?

Merchant

I only picked a rose !

Beast

Your life is forfeit !  Say your prayers and let us end this quickly !

Merchant 
(kneeling) I only picked a rose ...one red rose

Beast

Did the sign not warn you ... did the echo not warn you ?




Did the rose not pull itself away from your grasp ?

Merchant

Kind sir, it was but one rose, a present for my daughter.

Beast

Your daughter ?

Merchant

Yes sir, my daughter

Beast

As it was a gift you have a choice.  Your life or your daughter.  You may take the rose and if your daughter of her own will returns here she can live amidst the jewels and finery of the Beast.




But if she dares not to return, be sure I will find you and my sword will sever your neck, more easily than your own sword cut the stem of the rose.




(the beast turns and leaves)

Merchant
(kneeling with the rose)  My life, my daughter...all for one red red rose.  Oh Beauty, poor Beauty, what can I tell Beauty ?

(spotlight, curtain)
---------------------------------------------------------

(In front of the curtain enter the Beast's cook)
Cook:

Well did you see that Ladies ?  Terrible is n't it the way adults behave nowadays ?  Offer them a meal and a drink, then turn your back and they're off pinching cuttings from your favourite plants.  Oh yes we used to have the same trouble at Furzey Gardens when I was cook there.




No sooner did you turn your back to make one of those delicious seaweed and lentil bakes that they eat all the time than the old age pensioners jumped out of their wheel chairs and started to tear up the azaleas and dig for the daffodil bulbs with the plastic spoons they'd stolen from the Honey Pot.




Mind you we used to be really beastly to them in Minstead!  If we caught them we used to threaten to forgive then and then send them down to the church for a quick sermon.  Here we just cut off their heads.  Much kinder really, people get to quite enjoy it after the first two or three times 




Personally, I much preferred the lager louts at the Trusty.  Oh George Ashby, you're so dishy !  And talking of people who are dishy, what about the Beast eh ladies ? Oh every time he says "Do you dare to abuse the hospitality of the Beast" my tummy turns to butter.




But he has awful trouble with the girls you know.  Never meets them you see.  I keep saying to him "Dress yourself up a bit, and get out to a few discos ".




But no, he wants to do it his way !  Apparently what you have to do, his idea this is.  You wait until someone comes and picks one of your flowers then you jump on him and threaten to cut off his head unless he sends you his daughter.




Well in the past three years we've had three visitors, two of them were monks and the last of them was allergic to rose pollen.  Every time we thought he was about to pick a rose he started sneezing.  Well maybe the Beast will be a bit luckier this time.  (She suddenly notices the cat who is at the far side of the stage sniggering.)



(to cat)  What are you sniggering at then ?

Cat


I was just thinking that people must be completely mad !

Cook

Well you don't have to be mad to work here, but it helps.  And you don't have to be beastly either.  But I am.  Get away you horrible cat or I'll hit you with my wooden spoon.




(She chases off the cat)
-Scene 5:  The Merchant returns

(Outside Beauty's house, the flower fairies are playing)

Violet
At the dawning of the day


Flower fairies come to play

Bluebell
Violet, Bluebell, Daffodil 


Through the woods so quiet and still

Daffodil
Through the woods where Beauty roams


To watch for father coming home

Violet
Every day we hear her tears


Her sobs, her sighs, her secret fears

Bluebell
But every person every day


Needs time for fun and time for play

Daffodil
I can hear her coming ! Quick,

Rosebud
Lets give her some fun by playing a trick

(Fairies hide, enter Beauty humming the song she will sing later)

Beauty
Oh it's such a beautiful morning, I should n't be unhappy on a morning like this.  If only father would come home

Violet
(waves her wand) When I say the magic word


Her hat will fly off like a bird

Beauty
I thought I heard a voice then ...I'm sure I did !..do you know I used to think there were fairies who played in this wood when I was younger

Violet
Abracadabra, fly hat fly, 


Fly like a bird into the sky.

Beauty
Puts her hand to her head ) Why its almost as if something was pulling at my hat !

Bluebell
I told you you did n't know how to do it !

Violet
I do so know

Bluebell
Your wands not magic enough that's the trouble

Violet
Well it's more magic than yours

(Beauty hears them and starts moving towards them)

Daffodil
Quick she's heard us ! Let's do it together and see if we can make it work !

All
Abracadabra, fly hat fly,


Fly like a bird into the sky !

(The hat flies up as Beauty lets it go)

Beauty
What's happened to my hat ?  Where's my hat

Audience
Above you etc !

Beauty
What's happening, why is it just staying there, come down you stupid hat, come down. (She runs about jumping up trying to get the hat as the fairies stand watching and giggling.  Eventually Beauty turns to the Fairies) Are you laughing at me ?
Violet
No we're trying to help.
(they jump up and down as if they are trying to help, but it is plain that one of them is moving the hat by magic signs.  Eventually the hat goes into a tree)
Bluebell
Look it's caught in the tree

Daffodil
You'll have to climb up and get it !

Beauty
Oh thank goodness, I can't do it in these shoes I'll have to take them off and put my basket down.  (does so)  Here I go!  (She starts to climb.  Turns to fairies)  Look I've got the hat!

Violet
And we've got your shoes, catch us if you can

Beauty
Come back you naughty little fairies, it's been you all along has n't it ?

(There is a big chase all over the place.  In the middle Dobbin joins in and starts prancing around.  Eventually Beauty corners the fairies and grabs back her basket and shoes and they all fall into a heap giggling)
Beauty
(recovering at last)  What did you do that for ?

Violet
We thought you needed some more fun Beauty

Bluebell
You were looking so sad all the time ! But now you're laughing !

Daffodil
You should have fun like the fairies do all the time !

(They sing the song "When I was young")

(Song ends)
Violet
Look there's somebody coming !

Beauty
It looks just like...yes it is, it's Father.


Father's come back. (to fairies) go and tell my sisters and my stepmother quickly !

(Exit fairies)
Beauty
Oh there I was thinking that something terrible had happened and all the time Father was only a few miles away.


(shouts)  Salmonella, Rubella, Father's coming !

(Enter sisters and mother)
Sal
Where is he, where is he ?  Is he bringing a team of wagons with him.

Rubella
Where is he ? Where is he ?

Mother
He's all alone

Rubella
I expect he's ridden ahead to tell us the news

Beauty
He's not riding he's walking !

Listerine
Walking ? What can that mean ?

Rub
I can't see any wagons with him !

Beauty
(running off to meet him)  Father, Father (exits)
Sal
Just look at her running off like that.  Why can't she be more ladylike ?

Mother
Well I must say it will be nice to have father back,  We might be able to afford a few new clothes at last !

Sal
And what about the jewels he promised us, I hope he has n't forgotten them.

(Enter Merchant and Beauty, Beauty is leading him by the hand, Merchant is hanging back.)
Beauty
Here they are father, here are Mother and Salmonella, and Listerine and Rubella all come out to welcome you back !

(They go up to embrace him)
Sal
Welcome back father, have you made our fortune ?

Rub
Welcome back father, I'm longing to see the fine clothes you have brought us !

Merchant
Daughters I am on my own, I have nothing with me but the clothes on my back

List
But there are some wagons coming along behind are n't there father with the treasures you have brought back from foreign lands ?

Merchant
No, no, I bring no good news.  Let us all sit for I have something I must tell you all.

Mother
You mean you have n't made our fortune ?

Merchant
No my dears, all is lost.  We were wrecked at sea and we lost everything my ship, my fortune and all the crew except myself are beneath the waves.  I am lucky to have returned alive ?

Salmonella
Then you have no jewels for me ?

Rub
And no fine silks and satins for me ?

Merchant
No I have nothing except the clothes I wear and my terrible news

Beauty
(running to him) Oh Daddy, it is enough to have you back.  I dreamed of the shipwreck, I dreamed that you were drowned !

Merchant
Oh Beauty, I almost wish that it was true, for there is worse news to come than the loss of my fortune.

Salmonella
And what of Beauty red red rose, did you manage to find that?!

Merchant
Yes I brought the rose, and with it I bring a curse !


After the shipwreck I was pulled to the shore by a strange cat like creature who disappeared and then when I had recovered a little I made my way as best I could towards a palace on the hill side that was bright with lights


I entered the palace to see a courtyard covered in fine rubies and riches and on the table laid out for me was food and wine.  All around me were warnings only to take things that were offered


I ate and drank and then in despair thought of taking the jewels thinking that I could restore my fortune with them and one day return them.  But my conscience forbad me.


As I was about to leave, I saw a rosebush in the courtyard and despite the fact it was deepest winter outside it was covered in red roses.  I picked one and it is here !

(he holds out the rose)
Beauty
Oh Father (makes as if to take the rose)
Merchant
No Beauty, no !


No sooner had I plucked the rose than a furious Beast appeared, threatening me with instant death


I pleaded for my life, but he would accept only one condition.  I must take the rose home, and if one of my daughters would take it they could return and live with the Beast. Otherwise the Beast would find me wherever I was and return by magic to take my life
Sisters
(mumble) Well it was n't us.... it was Beauty that asked for the rose (etc)
Merchant
On my escape I thought of the bargain and regretted it.  And now I see you Beauty, I know that I must return with the rose to the Beast and offer him my life !

(Beauty stands up and goes to her father)
Beauty:
No father the rose is mine ! I will take it and all that goes with it !

(She goes slowly over to father and takes the rose.  As she does so there is thunder and lightening and the Beast miraculously appears)
Beast
I have come to take my own !

(Beauty looks aghast as the Beast comes and takes her hand, curtains close behind them and Beast leads Beauty off to one side of stage front)
INTERVAL

-Scene 6:  In the Beast's Garden
(The garden in the castle on a summer evening, the animals, insects, flowers and fairies are out and they call to Beauty to come and join them)
Mouse 1
Beauty, Beauty, now's your chance


Come and join us in our dance

Mouse 2
Beauty Beauty come to play


We've a show for you today

Mouse 3
Sound the trumpet beat the drum


It's hours before the Beast will come

All
It hours before the Beast will come !

Beauty
(entering) I thought I heard voices calling me here

All
Beauty, Beauty, now's your chance


Come and join us in your dance

(They dance and sing for Beauty at the end they all crowd around her)
Beauty
Oh thank you, thank you.  That was the best fun I have had ever since I got to the horrible castle


I used to think it was lonely at home but now its much worse.  Why if my two bad tempered old sisters came to see me now, I'd be the happiest person alive

Mouse 4
Why what do you do here that makes you so unhappy Beauty ?

Beauty
Why, I do nothing that is what makes me unhappy. I walk through the jewelled rooms and dress in silks and satins.


Magic hands bring me my meals on gold dishes.  And every night the Beast comes and asks me if there is anything I need, and then he asks me to marry him


You know I don't think there is another human being in the whole of the castle except myself

Mouse 5:
There is, there is

Bee
Yes there is the cook and two pirates and a whole lot of footmen and people in the servant's quarters.

Insect 2
And there's the Beast's stepmother as well

Insect 3
She's horrible.  They say she is a wicked witch !

Mouse 2
You'll like the cook though, she pretends to be cruel but she's very kind really !

Beauty
Oh I'd love to meet her.  I long to talk to somebody nice.

Mouse
I know, we'll get her to come here.  What we do is shout at her until she comes and chases us.  Watch !

Mouse 2
Cookie, Cookie come and chase us

Mouse 3
Cookie we've got the chocolate biscuits

Cook
(off) I don't believe you !

Mouse 4
We're chewing bits of your birthday cake !

Cook
(off) Shut up

Mouse 1:
We're walking all over the jelly, and licking it !

Cook
I don't believe you

Mouse2
Cookie we've found your favourite box of chocolates !

Cook
(comes rushing in) You're not having my chocolates. I'll get you.  (she gets her broom and chases them around)
Mice
You can't catch us !

Cook
Oh yes I can 

Mice
(with audience) Oh no you can't

Cook
Well the kittens will be able to anyhow ! Kittens ! Kittens come here !

Kittens
(entering) Yes Cookie

Cook
Catch those mice

Nip
No cook

Rip
They're our friends !

Cook
Catch them or I'll catch you with our broom !

(There is a chase all over the place ending up with the cook apparently having the mice cornered.  
Cook
Right, now I've got you, now I've got you (she rushes up and notices that the kittens are sitting by Beauty)  Who are you ?

Beauty
I'm Beauty

Cook
(Pauses in horror) Oh my Lady ! Oh I beg your pardon. The Beast has forbidden me to see you !

Beauty
Forbidden you to see me, why is that ?

Cook
Because I am a cook my lady.  Because I work in the kitchen and my hands are rough, and I am not a fine lady !

Beauty
But that is nonsense.  I too have worked in the kitchen and I cooked for my father and my sisters

Cook
I told him so my lady.  I told him you'd get lonely but he would n't listen.

Beauty
Yes I am lonely.  I have no one to talk to but the Beast.  Is your name really Cookie ?

Cook
Well that's what everybody calls me

Beauty
Well cookie you must come and see me in the garden every night

Cookie
Oh my lady I would not dare.  And besides we are busy preparing a banquet for neighbours of the Beast

Beauty
Then I will come and help you

Cook
Oh no my lady, do not I pray. It would be unsafe for both of us. (noise off)

Oh the Beast is coming for his goodnight call... I must go

Beauty
I will see you tomorrow

Cook
(as she exits) Oh please my lady, no

(More noises off. Animals scatter to all sides, enter the beast)
Beast
Good evening Beauty

Beauty
Good evening Beast

Beast
Has all gone well with you today ?

Beauty
Yes Beast

Beast
You looked hot Beauty, are you sure that you are feeling well ?

Beauty
I was dancing

Beast
Dancing on your own ?

Beauty
With the animals and the starlight

Beast
Would you dance in the starlight with me ?

Beauty
(taken aback) Oh no, I am tired, I am too tired

Beast
Is there anything you miss Beauty

Beauty
I am lonely Beast, I miss company

Beast
I am preparing a banquet for you Beauty.

Beauty
I know Beast you are so very kind.  I wonder if I could help in any way.  There was something I was going to ask you ... if I dared.

(Enter the Bad Fairy as the Beast's stepmother.  She stands behind the Beast)
Step M
Ask it my child.   I'm sure my stepson will give you anything that is fitting for a lady to have

Beauty
You are the Beast's stepmother

Step M
Yes my dear.   You seem surprised

Beauty
It's almost as if I have seen you somewhere before

Step M
That is impossible my dear ... but what is it you want to ask my son.  I am sure he could deny nothing to one who appeared so beautiful.

Beauty
It was nothing madam, nothing

Step M
Then wish her goodnight my son

Beast
Goodnight Beauty.  I will send you a new gown in the morning

Beauty
Thank you Beast

Beast
Will you marry me Beauty ?

Beauty
You know I will not marry you, good night !

Beast 
Good night beauty

(exit Beast and Stepmother)

(Beauty stands alone for a while then slowly the mice creep up to her)
Mouse 1
What is the trouble Beauty

Beauty
I am frightened and alone, and the Beast's stepmother is just like the Bad Fairy of my dreams.

Mouse 2
Oh Beauty don't be afraid.  Just think, tomorrow you will be able to see the cook again.


Come let us lead you to your bedchamber.  (Any animals left on stage lead Beauty off down to the front)
(Curtain)
-Scene 7:  In the Beast's kitchen
(Enter the cook with the curtains behind her to give time for the scene change)
Cook
Oh what a life eh Ladies being a cook in a place like this.  Beasts and Bad Fairies all over the place.  And those good for nothing pirates still in my kitchen eating the food and those two crazy Irish Leprechauns.  And now I've got a banquet to prepare. 

(At this point the Hettie the Housekeeper appears in a somewhat exotic  costume)
Cook
And Look at this !  What are you dressed up for 

Hettie
I'm starting a new pop group cook.  We're going to do the cabaret at the Beast's Ball.  Will you watch us ?

Cook
I suppose I'm going to have to

(Pop group do their thing)
Hettie
What do you think then Cookie

Cook
I think you'd better stick to cooking Hettie.  Come on we've got to teach that useless lot in the kitchen how to make a ham sandwich.

(curtains open.  The cook is addressing the rest of her crew who are all lined up.  That is Pirates, kittens, other of the Beasts servants)
Cook
Right you lot, this is a cooking lesson.  I'm going to get you lot organized.  If ever we're going to get the banquet ready in time you're going to have to learn a thing or two !

LJS
Ah, I know how to cook, I can cook my own favourite fish fingers !

Cook
Shut up Cap'n Birdseye !

Rip
Cook can't you tell us how they make fish fingers

Cook
No I can't.  This is a family pantomime ! We're going to start with something simple ... Jam Sandwiches !


Watch me. (she starts the chant for the Jam Sandwich song)


You put



the bread on the table



and the butter on the bread



etc

(after the end of Cooks explanation enter Beauty)
Cook 
What are you doing here ?

Beauty
I've come to help you

Cook
The Beast will murder me if he finds you here

Beauty
Please, oh please let me stay Cookie, I've got my kitchen apron on so no one will recognize me

Cook
Very well, join the line there.  We’re learning to make Jam Sandwiches

(They continue with the rest of the Jam Sandwich song.  All ends in chaos and after it has ended enter the Step Mother )
Step M
Cook, come here immediately

Cook
Yes mum

Step M
What is the meaning of this scene ?  Did I not tell you to set to work on the ice cream sculpture first thing this morning.  And who are all these people ?

Cook
Um, er, I don't rightly know mam

Step M
I thought I told you that you were the only person allowed in this kitchen.  Do you want me to turn you into a toad.

Cook
Yes please, it's bound to be better than this !

Step M
I will ignore that. Who are these people ?

Cook
I don't rightly know Mum

Cat
(stepping in to save the situation)  Madame you misunderstand, we are the people from the ice cream factory.  We have come to help you make a wonderful sculpture !

Step M
You look more like a cat than a person to me

Cat
I am a lion madame, I am from Lyons  Ice cream.

Step M
(Talking about Beauty who is holding up a big card in front of her to hide her from the Step M) And I suppose this one is a Wall from Walls ice cream

Cat 
No Madame, she is not a wall, but she is, how do you say, thick as a family brick.

Step M
That I can believe.  Now remember what I wanted for the statue.  Two cherubs, one holding bowl of plenty and the other with a bow and arrow

Cat
Mais certainment madame ! We will create for you a masterpiece.

Step M
(sees Beauty) Have n't I seen you somewhere before ?

Beauty
No, no, Madame !

Step M
I will return shortly and you had better have it finished. Remember two cherubs, one with a bowl of plenty and the other with a bow and arrow, oh yes and I'd like another one blowing a kiss !

(Exit Step Mother)
Cat
Well we'd better hurry.  Get them organized cook, if you can

Cook
Long John and Short John go and get the stand.  Pat and Mike go and get the ice cream out of the fridge.

(The stand is brought in and Leprechauns enter)
Cook
Put it there and now go and help Mike and Pat get the ice cream we ordered two tons of it.

Pat
It's all right cookie. Mike can manage.  It's shrunk !

Cook
Shrunk ?

Mike
Yes Cookie, here it is (shows a block about 6 inches square)

Pat
I think the fridge was a bit too hot for it

Cook
Hot ?

Paddy
Sure it was burning your cake as well ?

Cook
Burning my cake, in the fridge ? Where did you put it ?!!

Mike
In the fridge.

Paddy
Yes there were two of them with big white doors and shelves inside.

Mike
We did n't want to put it in the cold one.  We wanted it to be a happy ice cream so we put it in the nice warm one so it would feel cosy.

Cook
You idiots, you put it in the cooker and it's all melted.  Oh what am I going to do now.  She'll turn me into a toad ! She'll turn us all into toads. (bursts into tears)
Cat
Pull yourself together.  We'll just have to use something else instead.  Now have we got anything that looks like cherubs ?

Pat and M
Oh no, no, no nothing at all, at all

Cat
Oh yes we have.... you !  Pass them up here (they are passsed onto the top of the stand)  You stand like this. Yes you'll do.  And you stand like that.  Perfect.  Down you get.


Cook, Long and Short John undress them.  You two (points to her kittens) outside and keep a lookout.  I'll prepare something to make them look like ice-cream.

(Leprechauns are undressed, covered in flour and otherwise suitably prepared, and placed on the stand in suitable positions)

(The kittens return in a rush)
Kits
She's coming, she's coming !

Cat 
Quick who's got the bow ?

Cook
This will have to do (she passes a bent bamboo bow and a sink plunger for an arrow, or something better if we can think of it)
Kits
What about the bowl of plenty ?
LJS
Here this bowl of trifle will do

(Enter step mother)
Step M
Is it ready then

Cat
Mais oui, it is perfected Madame.  behold the great ice cream masterpiece.   Cupid and cherub with bowl of plenty !

Step M
Well better than I expected (she walks around it)  This one is not very lifelike.  I've seen more realistic looking Cabbage Patch dolls .... pass me the knife.  His bottom is far to large

Cook
Here you are mam

Step M
Buttocks of this size are not at all elegant (she starts to chop)
Cat
(rushing up)  Oh no madame the extra weight in that position is essential to maintain the balance

Pat
(Whispers) I'm going to sneeze

Cat
Put your finger under your nose .. quick

Step M
This one appears to be moving

Cat
Oh no madame I assure you it could not be

Step M
And this gesture with the finger under the nose is obscene, I will move it

Cat
(throws hands up in horror) Oh Madame (but it is too late)
(Pat sneezes, the bowl of trifle goes over the Step Mother and the arrow into her bottom.  She gets up slowly and deliberately )
Step M
Cook, come here (she does so) Take that !  (the bowl goes onto the cook and chaos breaks out.  At the end the Step M pursues all out.  Leaving only the cook and Beauty and the two kittens)
Cook
Beauty, go go before you are discovered

Nip
(interested only in the fight) Quick, quick stand here and then we can get them when they come back through the door

(there is the sound of ominous approaching footsteps.  Cook and Beauty cower back)
(Fanfare off)
Voice Off
Make way for the Beast

Nip
It's just those Leprechauns playing we'll get them

(Enter Beast)

(Cook and Beauty cower still further)

(kittens oblivious get the Beast square in the face with custard pies)

(there is a stillness while everyone waits)
Beast
(to kittens) Out ! (they go)

(to cook)  Cook I have told you never to speak with Beauty, I will punish you later. (exit cook)

Beauty, what is happening, why are you here with the servants ? Why do you get involved in this after all that I have done for you ?  What have you got to say to me ?

Beauty
(looks at him for a while) Only this you pompous, horrible, ugly, Beast.  (She takes the last custard pie and shoves it in his face)
(Beast stands still for a moment then turns away as if weeping)
Beast
Do I deserve this Beauty ? Do I deserve this ?  Ever since you came I have given you everything of the best, new clothes have been yours, necklaces for your shoulders, 

bracelets around your slender wrists.  And after all this do I deserve to be reminded that I am ugly and be mocked ?

Beauty
Oh Beast it was only in fun.  We meant no harm. We were only having fun

Beast
Fun ?

Beauty
Yes Beast, fun.  Oh you look so funny with cream all over your face.  Come here and let me wipe it off.

Beast
You're covered in it too !

Beauty
Come here and let me wipe some off

(They start doing this then begin to sing Beauty in the Beast)
(Song ends)
Beast
Do you like me Beauty  ?

Beauty
Of course I like you Beast, in spite of everything.  You are so kind.  And so gentle

Beast
Do you love me Beauty

Beauty
Sometimes I almost love you Beauty

Beast
Will you marry me Beauty ?

Beauty
I COULD N't marry you Beast.  I could only marry someone young and handsome.  But I would do anything else for you Beast.

Beast
And I would do anything in the world for you Beauty

Beauty
Would you let me go home to my father ?

Beast
Go home ?

Beauty
Only for a little while, so I know that my father is well

Beast
It would break my heart

Beauty
It would only be for a short while Beast.

Beast
I can deny you nothing Beauty.  But know that if you do not return I will die of a broken heart.  Take this ring, turn it and you will find yourself at home.  Turn it again, and you will return here to me.

Beauty
Thank you Beast

Beast
And take this rose.  It will live as long as my heart.  When it starts to fade, I will start to fade.  When its petals drop I will start to die.

Beauty
I will return Beast before the petals start to fall

Beast
Be sure to remember me !

Beauty
Goodbye Beast.  I will remember you (she walks across the stage holding the rose). At least I will try to remember you.
(exit Beauty, light fades as Beast sits alone)

Curtain
-Scene 8:  Beauty returns to her family
(Inside Beauty's Fathers house, the living room.  According to most versions of the story, the family have moved to a new superior town house thanks to money given by the beast to the merchant.  However if it's easier to use the same set as before, for Beauty's bedroom, (minus the bed) that would be OK.)
(Father, stepmother and the two sisters are both there.  The sisters are arguing)  
Salmonella
Well I thought you should be the one who moves into Beauty's room.  I deserve the big room because I am the eldest !

Rubella
Well that's not fair ! You always get the best ... and anyway when there were three of us you always said that you should move into Beauty's room, and she should move in with me into the big room.  Well you can move into Beauty's room now !

Merchant
Girls, girls do be quiet, I am trying to get the accounts done.

Listerine
Oh father do shut up.  Surely even you can't make us poor again now that the Beast is giving us bags of jewels every month!

Merchant
Well I think we should leave Beauty's room for her, supposing Beauty is able to come back ?

Step M
Well I hope she does n't that's all I can say.  We've got on much better since she's been away !

(there is a flash and a cloud of smoke and Beauty is suddenly amongst them)
Beauty
Hello everyone I'm back

(All stand back in amazement, then the Merchant comes to life)
Merchant
Beauty, Beauty, you are back and safe.  How wonderful!

Beauty
Father!

Mother
How wonderful to see you Beauty we were just talking about when you would be back

Beauty
How kind of you step mother !

Sal
We were just talking about your room Beauty, we've kept it just the way you left it !

Beauty
Oh how kind of you

Rubella
Beauty, we've missed you so much !

(They all freeze into welcoming gestures as the cat takes the spotlight)
Cat
So Beauty found, when home she came


Some things different, some the same,


Her father sat where he sat before


And loved her as much and even more.


Her sisters simply did not care


And hardly noticed she was there,


Their thoughts and talk, and hearts were all


On who would take them to the ball !


And now with Beauty at their door


They had more callers than before !

(Exit cat, the other group break up and come to life)
Sal
Oh Beauty, since you left we've been having such a wonderful time !

Listerine
Yes, the Beast has sent Daddy sacks of money and jewels and we have bought these wonderful dresses, and we've been invited to balls and parties every night

Sal
And now the Lord Mayor is preparing the most wonderful ball

Rub
Yes and the guest of honour is a Russian Prince, and guess what ! He's coming this morning to call on us !

(Fanfare off)
Voice (off)
Make way for Prince Nicholas, Prince of all the Russias !
(Enter Prince Nicholas with his two henchmen Counts Knockitoff and Ripemoff as he enters Sal and Rub come rushing towards them)
Sal
Oh your royal highness, pleased to meet you, my name is Salmonella

Prince
Charmed, your looks live up to your name !

Sal
And this is my sister Rubella, and this is Listerine !

Prince
A pleasure to meet you (to henchmen) Don't you think that these are the most beautiful women you have met since you have been in England

Henchmen
Nyet ! (they both shake their heads)
Rub
What does that mean ?

Prince
It means that they are so overwhelmed by your beauty that they long to talk with you both.  Meanwhile perhaps I could talk with your sister there

Sal
Oh Beauty, well she's only here on a short visit and you'll find that she hardly has any conversation !

(Prince takes Beauty to the middle of the stage)

(They freeze in the middle of the stage.  Enter the good fairy)
Good Fairy
Beauty, Beauty, don't forget


Your Beast, when someone else you've met


Do not let the poor Beast find


That out of sight, is out of mind !


(turns to audience)


In her heart she surely knows,


Her Beast is dying, like his rose !

(Exit Good Fairy)

Beauty
Dance ?  Oh I have n't been to dance for ages, and I've never been with a Prince !  Yes I'm sure I could stay on the extra few days and go to the dance...Goodbye Prince, Goodbye!

(The prince and his party leave amid general goodbyes)
Beauty
He asked me to the ball

Sal
He asked us all to the ball

Rub
But it's me he wants to dance with

Sal
No it's me

List
No it's me !  (they go off to side of stage arguing)

(Beauty left alone in the middle of the stage goes to her father)
Beauty
Oh Father, I think I will stay till next week and go to the ball with my sisters

Father
But Beauty you said you had to return to the Beast in a few days

Beauty
I said I would return to the Beast before this rose had died father, (shows him) and look it is still in bud !

Sal
A week is no time at all father, it hardly gives us a moment to get ready for the ball

Beauty
I will put the rose there father so I will not forget my dear, dear Beast !  And remember that I can get back in a minute, all I have to do is turn this magic ring !

(Enter Bad Fairy into spotlight, behind her to match with her words the sisters prepare for the ball)
Bad Fairy
As time shall pass, the rose shall die,


And Beauty's hopes, and by and by


Beauty will wake, alone, forlorn


To find, her Beast and love have gone !

(She walks over and takes the rose and as she continues tears off the petals and throws them away)

Monday the dress,


Tuesday the hair


Wednesday the talk of who'll be there


Thursday preparing for the feast


No thought at all about the Beast !

(The Beast appears at the side of the stage)
Bad F (continues)

Friday there's lots to do they find


And out of sight is out of mind

Beast
Remember me Beauty, remember your promise !

Bad F
Beast moan and sigh with all your might,


Your out of mind, and out of sight !


On Saturday the Prince will call ! (tears off last petal)


Beast die, while Beauty's at the ball !

(The bad fairy puts the rose back in its glass and exits laughing)
(Fanfare off)
Voice off
Make way for Nicholas, Prince of all the Russias

(Enter Prince and Party)

(Sal and Rub come running in in their ball gowns)
Sal & Rub
Oh Prince lovely to see you !

Prince
Lovely to see you my dears !  I have brought presents that befit your names.  For you Rubella a beautifully spotted scarf from Germany !

Rub
(Aside to audience) That's a bit of a measly German present! (to prince) Oh how lovely, I'll wear it as you escort me to the ball. !

Prince
No no, that is the privilege of Count Knockitoff. (to count) Is n't she beautiful ?

Knockitoff
Nyet, nyet, nyet !

Rubella
Oh how wonderful, he said Nyet three times!

Prince
And for you Salmonella, a hard-boiled egg, encrusted in jewels and guaranteed as hard as your heart.  Count Ripemoff will escort you to the ball

Sal
How exciting, I do hope he lives up to his name !

Prince
Proceed to the Ball ! The Counts will also escort the lovely Listerine !

(Others set off down the steps)
Prince
Where is Beauty ?

Beauty
(Enters in a beautiful gown)   I am here Prince !

Prince
Beauty, for you I have something special.  Something that will last as long as my love for you.  Come let me show you !  (He unwraps the present) 


It is a jewelled rose, made from diamonds and rubies so that it will never fade !

Beauty
A rose (she suddenly remembers) a rose  ... I had forgotten the beast (she runs back to the vase and picks up the faded rose)  Here is his rose, dead !  Through my thoughtlessness I have killed the Beast !


I must turn the ring and return to him.  Goodbye Prince,  Beast, Beast, where are you ?

(She runs around as the scene transforms to the Beast's garden)

(Beast staggers in, all animals run up from the front
Beast
I am dying, dying !

Animals
Please don't die

Beast
No, it is over

Violet
Don't die Beast, I know that Beauty will not forget you!

Beast
Too late, I felt the last petal fall like a stab in my heart.  My heart is broken and I must die !

(he lies down, apparently dead)

(Beauty enters calling)
Beauty
(calling)  Beast, Beast where are you ?  Are you all right ?  I have come back as I promised!  (she sees the animals)

Is that you Beast ?   Is the Beast all right, is he well ? Why will be not answer ? 

Violet
Oh Beauty, he is dead.  He is dead !

Beauty
(Leaning over him) Beast, Beast, I have come back.  Beast I have killed you with my thoughtlessness, and now I know I love you.


Oh Beast, I love you.  I have loved you from the start (kisses him)
Violet
Look look something is happening  (the Beast starts to stir and all crowd around him)
(All stand back as the Beast stands up transformed into a Prince)
Beast
Beauty, you have broken the spell.  Now you see me as I am, a Prince and as a Prince I will love you as much, nay more, than I loved you as a Beast.

Beauty
Oh Prince, oh Beast, I love you.  I have always loved you

(They sing a verse from Beauty in the Beast.  Song ends)

Prince 
Come everyone, I invite you to our wedding !

Curtain

=====================================================
Scene 10  Community song – 
You will have to decide on your own

(Managed by cat and cook)
-----------------------------------------------------
Scene 11
Wedding 
in which they all come on and take their bows !

-----------------------------------------------------

-Song: Sisters Rap
Come along audience time to clap

We're going to do the sisters rap !

The loveliest sisters that you've ever seen,

Salmonella, Rubella and Listerine !

I'm Salmonella, I've got beautiful legs

And a wonderful way with curried eggs !

As a page three girl I would go quite far

If it was n't just paper in my bra !

The loveliest sisters that you've ever seen,

Salmonella, Rubella and Listerine !

I'm the next one called Rubella,

People say I'd make a lovely fella !

I've got lots of spots all over the place

Spots on my knickers, and spots on my face

The loveliest sisters that you've ever seen,

Salmonella, Rubella and Listerine !

I'm Listerine the last of the three

All the boys long for little old me !

They swear they'll love me till the day of their death

But it only lasts 'till they smell their breath

The loveliest sisters that you've ever seen,

Salmonella, Rubella and Listerine !

So clap your hands for a feast of Beauty

We're rich and sweet, and extremely fruity

The loveliest sisters that you've ever seen,

Salmonella, Rubella and Listerine !

------------------------------------------

Song 1: If only people were like cats

Object of the song to jolly the beginning of the show along and to establish the character of the cats:

Sung By;  Cat and kittens  

....

Beauty:  I wish you'd stay father

Father: I cannot stay Beauty, go to sleep now, for I must sail on the morning tide.

(Lights go down on Beauty come up on Cats who have been on the quay trying to sleep)

Cat:  Did you hear that ? Dreams, good fairies, bad fairies, magic tears.  Human beings are all the same,.  If only people were like cats

Such words as we have:

If only people were like cats

They would n't dress in coats and hats

They would n't care the way the looked

They would n't care how food was cooked

They'd rush around and have their fun,

Then sleep it off out in the sun,

etc etc

They would n't cry and fall in love

They would n't curse the skies above ....

They would n't have to go to school  etc etc

----------------------------------------------------------------

Song 2:  Off to sea

This is the traditional sort of opening chorus for a pantomime I imagine

It occurs almost immediately after the cat’s song by everyone.  We can push the decent singers to the front.

No words yet.  It may be useful to use it again when the boat actually leaves at the end of the scene and also possibly at the end of the play when Beauty and the Prince appear in the Boat (if they do)

----------------------------------------------------------------

Song 3: Let us in

Object a bit of fun at the castle gate and to establish that everyone has survived the shipwreck;

Sung By;

Cat, Pirates, Leprechauns, kittens

Suzy Cooper, Nichola B, Lisa, Bill Cooper and Danny ? Tim's Eldest

and possible others

Words

We're a cat and two kittens and the Leprechauns,

The best you've seen since the day that you were born

And we've just been joined by two pirates bold,

And we're cold and wet and we're wet and cold

And we've just been rescued from a shipwreck,

Please let us in

Go away, go away from the castle of the beast,

You're not the sort of people we want in the least.

The only sort we allow inside

Are the sort who will help the beast to find a bride

Go away, go away and leave us, and don't come back

Another somewhat similar

A merchant came from across the sea

To seek a fortune for his daughters three

And their hair is fair and as bright as gold

And we're cold and wet and we're wet and cold

And we've just been rescued etc..

---------------------------------------------------

Song 4;  Sinister song while Merchant eats at the castle

Object:  To give the impression of time passing and to reinforce the idea that the merchant should not take anything from the castle

Script:

I'm so hungry and thirsty I must eat and drink.  (He does so)

Song: 

Take what you are offered

Welcome to the feast,

But woe to him who dares to touch

The treasure of the beast

Food and drink are offered

Rest for a weary head

But take the treasures of the beast,

And you will lose your head !

Sung by mysterious voice off who also does the echo

----------------------------------------------------

Song 5:  Beauty and the fairies

Sung by Beauty and small fairies (the best of the little ones, provided they can be persuaded to be fairies.  Maybe also by Dobbin the horse in whom we could put a good singer.)

Object: to "sum up the pleasures and pains of childhood and contrast them with the eternal brightness of the fairies"  well that's what I wrote at the time;

Script:

(All have collapsed in a heap after a big chase)

Fairy 1:  You were looking so sad all the time

Fairy 2:  You should have fun like the fairies, not sit around crying all day...

(They sing)

No words yet !

---------------------------------------------------

Song 6:  Jam Sandwich

The cook has assembled the crew and is about to teach them how to cook.

Object:  To give a jolly start to the custard pie scene and give beauty something else to do as well as sit around and look good and beautiful

Sung by;

Cook, pirates, Leprechauns, Kittens, Beauty, and maybe others

Words

Yours !

----------------------------------------------------

Song 6:  Beauty in the Beast

Object; A sort of love song between Beauty and the Beast

Sung by:  Beauty Beast (Simon Elk, Robin Cooper ?)

Situation:  The custard pie scene has ended.  Beauty has put a pie in the Beast's face.  He does N't know what to make of it.  Now she is cleaning him up.

Script:

Beast: ..... do I deserve to be mocked ?

Beauty:  Oh beast it was only in fun.  We meant no harm we were just having fun

Beast: Fun ?

Beauty:  Yes Beast, fun. ..(giggles) oh Beast you look so funny with custard all over your face.  Come and see, come and look at yourself in this shiny pot ?

Beast:  You look funny too, you're all covered in it as well

Beauty: Come here and let me wipe it off.

(They sit down and sing)

Words:

There is one couplet that seems sort of right

"You have to melt the beast inside the Beauty

Before you see the beauty in the beast"

It should really be "free the beast" maybe to rhyme with "see the beauty" but it does n't seem to make sense.
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